
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



1845.] Home Hems. 11 

HOME ITEMS. 

President's Message. — Just and noble Sentiments. — "Ourpeople are 
ready to sacrifice much for peace, nothing to intimidation. A war, under 
any circumstance, is greatly to be deplored ; and the United States is the 
last nation to desire it. * * * * 

There has been no material change in our foreign relations since my last 
annual message to Congress. With all the powers of Europe we continue 
on the most friendly terms. Indeed, it affords me much satisfaction to state, 
that at no former period has the peace of that enlightened and important 
quarter of the globe ever been, apparently, more firmly established. The 
conviction that peace is the true policy of nations, would seem to be grow- 
ing and becoming deeper amongst the enlightened every where ; and there 
is no people who have a stronger interest in cherishing the sentiments, and 
adopting the means of preserving and giving it permanence, than those of 
the United States. Amongst these, the first and most effective are, no 
doubt, the strict observance of justice, and the honest and punctual fulfil- 
ment of all engagements." 

Abolition of Militia Trainings. — Nothing marks more certainly, 
though quietly, the decline of the war spirit among the great mass of the 
people, than their unwillingness to continue the ever extremely popular 
system of militia drills. It was retained in Massachusetts by a few war- 
spirits, until nearly all men of sense became weary and ashamed of it ; 
and then the legislature in" 1839 released from military drills all that had 
been liable to that service, and provided a fund of $50,000 a year to be 
distributed, at the rate of five dollars each, among any number of the old 
militia not exceeding 10,000, who voluntarily trained a certain number of times 
every year. Still, even this offer has never rallied in any year, more than 
7000 volunteers ; and the number, we believe, is constantly diminishing. 

Maine, in 1843-4, entirely abolished the system of militia drills, repeal- 
ing all her laws that required that useless service, but retaining the militia 
system, simply by continued enrolment of all that would be bound at her 
call to come forth for the support of her laws, or the defence of her soil. 

Vermont, at the recent session of her legislature, has followed the 
example of Maine. She passed an act repealing all laws that heretofore 
required militia drills, and substituted merely an enrolment, as for jury 
purposes, of all that would, under the old system, have been liable to 
military service. 

Here are pretty unequivocal signs of the times ; and we predict that none 
of the free States will much longer bear this expensive and contemptible 
nuisance. Even if advocates of the war system, we could consistently say 
this ; for every intelligent officer knows, that our militia drills are utterly 
useless. Peace Societies have never, we believe, interfered on this subject, 
contenting themselves with the diffusion of the leaven ; but we confess our 
surprise, that people of sense have in any State submitted till now to 
such a yoke. 

West Indies. — Even here our example is beginning to he followed. A 
letter from Kingston, Jamaica, April, 1844, says : — Since I wrote to my 
friend, R. Marsden, and through him applied for the grant of tracts received 
by the Duke of Boonte, the militia laws of this island have been altered. 
Under the old law, the men, amounting to about 15,000, were obliged to 
muster on parade-ground once a month, at four o'clock in the morning ; 
they were mostly discharged about ten or half-past ten o'clock ; but the 
remainder of the day (Saturday) and often much of the next day (Sunday) 
was spent by many of the officers and men in idleness and dissipation. 
Under the law as altered during the last session, they are to muster only 
once in the year, so that the evil is much lessened. 



